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TEN FOOT RULE SUMMARY

The minimum chimney height above the roof
and/or to adjacent walls and buildings is speci-
fied by all major building codes.

If the horizontal distance from the peak of the
roof is less then 10°, the top of the chimney
must be at least 2' above the peak of the roof.

If the horizontal distance from the chimney
edge to the peak of the roof is more than 10°, a
chimney height reference point is established
on the roof surface 10’ horizontally from the
chimney edge. The top of the chimney must be
at least 2' above this reference point. In all
cases, the chimney cannot be less then 3'
above the roof at the edge of the chimney.

The 2'in 10" Rule is necessary in the interest of
safety but does not ensure smoke-free opera-
tion. Trees, buildings, adjoining roof lines, ad-
verse wind conditions, etc., may require ataller
chimney should the fireplace not draft properly
(Figure 36).
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